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"Our moral improvement participates in our
true happiness in a way more direct, more complex,
and more certain than any other thing whatever.''

Long before Comte, the immortal author of
Le Traite des Passions de TAme had discovered
this interdependence of cause and effect which
unites our moral life with happiness.

"Whoever," Descartes affirms, "has lived in
such a way that conscience cannot reproach him
with having ever failed to do any of the things
which he has believed to be best (the virtues),
receives from this immunity a great satisfaction
which renders him happy."

X. Yet let us not be excessively optimistic.
The noble principles which work out the healthy
comprehension of happiness suffer serious perver-
sions in life. This simply proves that we have not
done enough to secure the triumph of noble happi-
ness and to establish it on solid foundations within
the precincts of our consciousness. We know that
life is very hard upon all ideal conceptions. They
can maintain themselves in their serene beauty only
in the domain of the absolute.

Therefore the morality of pure happiness, con-
sidered from the absolute standpoint, must not
be confused with applied happiness. The task
of the educators will be to bring us nearer and